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In the late 1970s, Doug Welsh had his whole life planned out.

He was a successful international business major at The University of Georgia, was engaged to
be married, and was planning to move to Europe to work for Panasonic after graduation.

Then it happened.

Welsh was diagnosed with Hodgkin's Disease, a type of lymphoma characterized by distinctive
formations of cancer cells.

In a fight for survival, Welsh abruptly withdrew from school and began treatment at Emory
Unxversnty Kathy, now his wife of 23 years, and the mother of their two children, insisted on
marrying as planned.

While Welsh was convalescing at Emory, he took an interest in solar energy. A Georgia Solar
Coalition worker advised Welsh to learn about heating and air conditioning as well. That
conversation planted the seeds of curiosity that have influenced Welsh's career.

Since 1995, Welsh has transformed Blueline Construction Co. in Norcross from a start-up
to a company with annual revenue ranging from $3 million to $10 million. In addition, Welsh
holds a rare combination of professional licenses: heating and air conditioning, electrical,
plumbing, and low voltage, the standard for the telecommunications industry.

How unusual is it to have all of these licenses?

"I don't think it's something that people do," said Welsh, Blueline's president. "But, I've never
made a big deal about it. I just enjoy learning something different.”

Robert Reynolds, executive vice president of Merritt & McKenzie Inc. said Welsh "does
everything 100 percent." Reynolds has handled contractors /bonding insurance for over two

hundred businesses.

Reynolds said he has utmost respect and admiration for Welsh, a "man of integrity and

childhood friend."
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