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A Tourist’s Tale

Despite Fears of Rampant Anti-Americanism Overseas,
Many Are Traveling With Comfort And Ease

BY BOBBY HICKMAN

T HARDLY SEEMS THE IDEAL TIME for international travel to
Iincrease. Tighter security can mean long delays in airports.
The war in Iraq divided the United States from several of its
traditional allies, making Americans unpopular in many.
countries. Unpredictable threats such as terrorist attacks and
the recent SARS epidemic loom in the background. And to
top it all off, a weak dollar has made travel more expensive.

Yet experts say international travel is now at its highest
level since 2000. Atlanta area travel agents report Europe and
Asia are once again popular destinations for many vacationers.
And Georgia travelers returning from Europe this summer were
pleasantly surprised to encounter few hassles, no animosity and
generally reasonable prices.

Back in Business

“Overall, it's business as usual overseas again,” said Dawn Salome,
travel manager at AAA Travel in Marietta. “Europe has come
back particularly strong this year. People seem to be waiting a
little later to make their plans, just to see what's going on over
there. But almost every plane to Europe is full.”

The Travel Industry Association of America (TIAA)
announced that the rebounding economy and higher consumer
confidence is making 2004 one of the strongest travel periods in
years. TIAA reports travel between the United States and foreign
airports is up 5.3 percent this year, and should continue growing
for at least three more years. “Not only have we fully recovered
from the impact of SARS and the war in Irag, all major regions of
the world are reporting traffic levels above those of 2000— the
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last normal year for our industry,” said Giovanni Bigisnani, chief
executive officer of the International Air Transport Association.

Asia had the largest increase with 108 percent, while overall
international traffic was up 38 percent this year, Bigisnani said.
Delta Airlines also reported its international traffic in May 2004
was up 38 percent over the same month in 2003.

While Asia has recovered, European destinations remain
the most popular with Atlanta area travelers. AAA’s top
destinations are Greece, Turkey and Spain, Salome said. Jackie
Young, travel consultant with Prestige Travel of Dunwoody
Limited, noted Italy and Turkey are particularly popular right
now among her clients. Although, Young said, Prestige has
some clients who don’t want to leave the United States,
including one woman who won’t even go to the Caribbean.
“Some people just don’t feel safe in a foreign country,” she said.
“And some feel safer in a tour group. The war [in Iraq] has also
made people a little more aware of the reception they may get.”

Many American travelers, however, are undaunted by current
world events. Salome said AAA books many trips to Spain, “even
after the [March 11 Madrid] train bombings. Many of our clients
are well traveled, so things like that don’t really bother them.
People who are going for the first time seem to have more anxiety.”

“There are some countries where Americans are not that
popular,” Young noted. Prestige, however, hasn’t had any clients
report problems with locals, she added. “We are booking a lot of
trips to Spain, and people are quite happy. One man’s wallet was
stolen in Barcelona, but that could happen anytime, anywhere.
There are some countries where you have to be careful.”
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Young advises international travelers to take basic precautions for
safety. “Always be aware of your surroundings,” she said. “Don’t
show a lot of cash and dress understated.”

Many veteran travelers following such safety rules reported no prob-
lems during European visits this year. Hal Morrow of Dunwoody and
his wife spent two weeks in [taly this past June. “We did the normal
things you do when traveling aboard, like not displaying your money,”
Morrow said. “And there are some areas in any city, even in the States,
where you shouldn’t be at night.” In Italy, “we felt very safe,” Morrow.
continued. “We really did not see any anti-Americanism.

The people were very friendly, very helpful.”

Libby Johnson of Druid Hills and her husband made
their first visit to the Muslim country of Turkey in
May and June. (Although Turkey is a popular
tourist destination, there are a number of Muslim
countries in which Americans are discouraged
from visiting. For travel warnings, please visit
www.travel.state.gov/travel_warnings.html.) “In
Istanbul, we never felt menaced,” she said. “We
didn’t stay in a Western hotel; ours was locally
owned by three Turkish brothers. We did not go
to symbols of Americanism like a McDonald’s
or a Hilton. We didn’t feel any animosity from
the people. We did see animosity roward
[President George] Bush and toward the
government, but none to us simply as
Americans.”

Johnson said she was a little concerned about how she and her
husband would be received. “After we arrived, I was uncomfortable
for the first couple of hours, but that’s all,” she said. “Overall, the
people were warm and friendly.”

Keeli Brendle of Lawrenceville was also concerned before her
trip to Germany, where the Atlanta Symphony Youth Orchestra
performed with the Youth Symphony in Berlin. “It was only my
second airplane flight, so before we left, some of us were a little
concerned about flying out of the country,” Brendle recalled. “But
by the time we were coming back, we weren’t worried at all.
Operall, everyone was really nice. You might get an odd look from
someone who heard you speaking English. But then they
asked us a lot of questions, so they are still

curious about our country.”

While the United States and Germany
disagreed over the war, John Hess of
Acworth felt no hostility during a recent
business trip that included spending time in
Munich and Diisseldorf. “In the German
airports, everyone speaks English,” he said. “I
rented a car and drove the Autobahn. I saw
no anti-American anything.” A fellow traveler
went back through Charles De Gaulle Airport
in Paris and he didn’t see anything anti-
American either, Hess reported. “He was treated
no differently than before the war.”
Hess, a frequent international traveler, also made
his first visit to Ljubljana, Slovenia. Eastern Europe
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[image: image3.jpg]“is sometimes perceived as ‘Third World,’ but I found it to be modern
and clean. There was absolutely nothing threatening, nothing
uncomfortable. I never felt unsafe.” On a 2003 trip to Romania, Hess
found things “a little rougher. The Central European economy is
weaker, so that’s not as safe a place to venture. But Germany and
Slovenia are fine.”

Passing Through Inspection

Hess and the others said they found European airport security
comparable to American procedures on domestic flights. Secu-
rity is tighter everywhere after 9/11, but the process wasn’t any
slower, he observed. “They tend to ‘wand you’ a bit more over
there, but there was no significant difference from the United
States.”

Brendle said she noticed more checkpoints in Europe, and more
situations where she had to remove her shoes, “even just to go
shopping.” Johnson expected some long delays, but admitted to
being “a real stickler for getting to the airport two hours ahead of
time.” Morrow, who once lived in Germany, feels the airports are
a little stricter, but his group had no long delays or hassles.

In fact, most travelers commented their worst delays were at the
Delta ticket counters, either in Atlanta or overseas. Hess speculated
Delta’s financial troubles might have led the airline to cut back on
counter staff. Young added that she has noticed some Prestige clients
« Fadih 5

are concerned about Delta, and they're using up their frequent flyer
miles now, just in case.”

A Dollar Can Go a Long Way

While Delta faces financial problems, the travelers returning from
Europe say they saw little impact from the dollar’s weakness against
European currencies.

In Turkey, Johnson said, she felt everything was reasonably priced.
How far a dollar can actually stretch, however, depends on the
specific European location. Johnson pointed out that the situation
may have been different in London or Paris, where things are already
more expensive. But it often depends not so much on the country
you are in, but the city. Although Venice is a little more costly,
Morrow added, Milan and Tuscany are not.

One way to extend your overseas travel dollars is to partici-
pate in travel tours. According to Salome, tour packages are not
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[image: image4.jpg]affected as much by the exchange rate. “If
you go on your own, where you're buying
your own meals and making your own
arrangements, it might be more of a
factor,” she said. Young agreed the dollar’s
value is down against the Euro and the
pound, but travelers know the memories
will last a lifetime and are worth a little
extra expense. “People realize it’s an
experience,” she said.

Considering the international travel boom
and the number of surprisingly delighted,
returning travelers, you may just want to
dust off that passport and go exploring. =
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H ERE ARE SOME TIPS from travel and
government experts to help you stay safe
and healthy while traveling abroad.

« Learn as much as you can about your destination’s laws
and customs before you travel.

» Make two photocopies of your
passport identification page,
airline tickets, driver’s license,
credit cards and traveler’s check

serial numbers. Bring one copy

with you — packed separately
from the originals. Leave the
other at home, along with your
itinerary, with someone you can
contactin an emergency.

« If you plan to stay more than two weeks, travel
toaremote area, or visit a “high risk” country/region,
register with the U.S. Consulate or embassy when
youarrive.

LISTEN

THE EXPERTS

« If you take prescription medication, don't check it in
your baggage, bring it aboard the aircraft. Carry itin
pharmacy-labeled bottles. Bring extra supplies in
case of a delayed return. For medications that could
be considered a narcotic, get a letter from your doctor
stating your medical necessity.

« Dress conservatively to avoid being a target for
pickpockets. Haute couture or super-casual jeans
and a T-shirt can mark you as a tourist.

« Lock your passport in the hotel safe and carry a copy
of the passport information page with you.

« Minimize the valuables you carry. Use credit cards or
traveler’s checks, keeping just enough cash on you
for a cab ride. Conceal valuables in a money belt or
a pouch worn under your clothing.

« Always be aware of your surroundings and of
those around you.

« For women, wear the shoulder strap of your bag across
your chest, with the bag away from the curb. Men, put

TRAVEL SAFETY TIPS

your wallet inside your front pants pocket.

«Walk with a purpose and act like you know where
you are going, even if you're lost. If possible, only
ask directions from those in authority: police, military
or hotel desk staff.

« Learn a few phrases in the local language or carry
a phrase book.

« Carry emergency numbers, such as your hotel,
the police and the U.S. embassy.

- Be careful what topics you discuss with strangers. You
could expose yourself as a target for crime or terrorism.

« If you plan to drive, become familiar with local road
regulations, culture and conditions.

«Travel insurance is strongly recommended for overseas
travel. A comprehensive plan should include trip
cancellation coverage, medical expenses, baggage
loss or damage, and a toll-free, 24-hour travel
assistance hotline.

44 POINTS NORTH AUGUST 2004

877-SAY-SWIM

www.anthonysylvan.com

NORCROSS
6475 Jimmy Carter Blvd.
Visit our pool showroom or call for more information

)46 | 350,000 pools built nationwide [ 100% financing available




