[image: image1.jpg]ith a billing like the

“world’s largest aquari-

um,” you might wonder
whether the Georgia Aquarium
could possibly live up to the
hype. Have no doubt - its eight
million gallons of water provide
everything you might expect and
more. Whether you want to stand
face-to-face with sharks or simply
pet a stingray, the aquarium has
the world’s largest collection of
marine animals — and something’s
sure to fascinate and entertain
every member of the family.

The facility in downtown Atlanta
opened in November 2005. Just 18
months later, it celebrated its 5
millionth visitor. Despite handling
large volumes of guests there's
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plenty of room inside.

Visitors enter the aquarium
alongside the “Wall of Fish,” an
early glimpse of what's in store.
The wall features thousands of
black and grey schooling fish.
Inside, the aquarium is presented
through a series of major exhibit
areas you can explore:

Ocean Voyager is dominated by
the giant mammals of the open
seas: whale sharks, hammerheads
and white sharks. The whale
shark habitat is the largest section
of the aquarium, holding six mil-
lion gallons of seawater and meas-
uring 263 feet long.

Tropical Diver explores the coral
reefs and similar habitats of the
Seven Seas. Jellyfish, cuttlefish,

seahors-

es and

clown

fish are

among B

the color-

ful species

on display.

The largest

area recre-

ates an Indo-

Pacific barrier reef where

barracuda swim overhead and sur-

geonfish, angelfish, small sharks

and tang share the water.
Coldwater Quest focuses on the

chilly waters near the polar ice

caps. The beluga whale, African

penguin and California sea lion are

feature attractions here. Mixed in
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[image: image2.jpg]are smaller creatures like sea
urchins and an octopus. Kids love
the area where they can crawl
through a short tunnel and stand up
in a plastic bubble within the water.

River Scout spotlights freshwa-
ter streams around the world. You
can see African cichlids, tetras,
electric eels — even red piranhas —
in their native habitats.

Georgia Explorer celebrates the
diverse seagoing residents of the
Peach State’s Atlantic coast. The
main exhibit looks at Gray’s Reef
National Marine Sanctuary off the
Georgia coast. Loggerhead turtles,
grouper, shrimp and spadefish are
among the many animals featured
here. Georgia Explorer also
includes a large playground with a
tugboat motif. A touch pool allows
kids of all ages to touch rays,
horseshoe crabs, starfish and
bonnethead sharks.

For the kids, Deepo’s Underseas
3D Wondershow is an animated
musical adventure with special
effects and colorful characters.
Shows run every 30 minutes. An
additional admission fee applies
to Deepo’s Wondershow.

When it’s time for a snack or a

meal, the centrally located Café
Aquaria food court offers your
choice of pizza, grill items, soups
and healthy sandwiches. And when
it's time to go, you'll exit through
the “Beyond the Reef” gift shop.
Once you're outside, you're only
a few steps away from several
major Atlanta destinations. Next
door to the Georgia Aquarium is
the new “World of Coke” attraction.
The 92,000-square-foot museum is

twice as large as the old World of
Coke at Underground Atlanta and
features interactive displays and
taste tests of Coke products from
around the globe. Both attractions
are adjacent to Centennial Park and
you're in easy walking distance of
CNN Center, Philips Arena and a
host of other destinations.
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* Lake Guntersville State Park
* Antique Shopping

* North Alabama Birding Trail
* Camping

* World-class Fishing

* Relaxing on Famous Lake Guntersville
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