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Private pilots profess
a 'love affair' with flying

New technologies make planes
safer, easier to use

sk pilots why they love to fly, and inevitably, you hear
the word “passion.”

“All pilots have a shared passion,” said Katie Pribyl, direc-
tor of communications for the General Aviation Manufac-
turers Association (GAMA), an international trade associa-
tion headquartered in Washington, D.C. GAMA represents
more than 60 of the world’s leading manufacturers of gen-
eral aviation aircraft and related equipment.

Pribyl learned to fly in high school, spent some time as a
commercial pilot, and has been around planes ever since.

Pilots share “an understanding.” she said. “When you've
been up there and you've flown — when you control an air-
craft — that's something that you share with a pretty small
percentage of the population. Until you do it, you really don't
understand.”

Steve Blackburn, whose family owns Florida European
Export Import and Southern Sky Aircraft Charters, uses
such expressions as “a passion,” and “almost a love affair”
to describe his lifelong attachment to aviation. Black-
burn’s father, Don, is a retired airline pilot and Steve’s
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wife is also a pilot.

Don Blackburn “brought aviation into the house every
day,” Steve said, and he’s been into flying since the age of 10.
“Tused to just hang out at the airport, watching planes
take off and land,” Steve said. “Whether it's small planes or
7475, 'm still intrigued by the whole thing. I keep a camera

in the cockpit and take photos while we're flying”

Blackburn, who recently worked with SunTrust Leasing
to finance a new charter jet, flies 35 to 40 hours a month,
frequently flying throughout Florida and to the Bahamas,
Europe, and other destinations.

Like Steve Blackburn, some pilots have wanted to fly
since childhood, while others began much later, and some
have even taken up flying after retiring from their pri-
mary careers.

Regardless of when they got started, many pilots feel a
kinship and take pride belonging to a tight-knit, relatively
small and distinguished group.

Pilots come from all walks of life, yet share common
bonds of experience, training, and enthusiasm.

Summer 2007 | 17




[image: image2.jpg]LEISURE LIFESTYLE

etting a license?

Give yourself 12 months to earn your wings

If you're thinking about learning to fly, you'll need to
sign up for lessons at a licensed flight school. The cost
for a private pilot’s license is generally $5,000 to
$9.000.

Basic FAA requirements:

u Be at least age 16

& Speak English (used by control towers worldwide)

= Obtain a medical certificate from an aviation doctor

= Complete a ground school course

= Pass a 100-question FAA test after completing the
ground course

u Complete a minimum of 40 hours flight time with
an instructor

= Complete a solo flight

u Complete a *“checkride” — an oral exam and a one-
hour flight with an FAA-certified examiner

Most people take six to 12 months to complete the
training and earn the license. Training can be done
through classroom settings, interactive DVDs, or sim-
ply by reading the text, depending upon the student.

The FAA also calls for a minimum of 40 hours in the
air, although many trainers say most students need
60-80 hours of flight time before they master all the
required skills.

A number of flight school directories are posted on
the Web, including a central FAA portal at hetp//www.
faa govleducation_research/training/pilot_schools.
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What you need to know about cost

Learning to fly, then owning and operating an aircraft, is not
an inexpensive undertaking, experts say.

u A pilot’s license can run $5,000 to $9,000.

& The cost to hangar a small plane is typically around $450
2 month, with costs rising for larger craft and busier airports.
Prices also vary by geographic area.

& Insurance for a smaller plane can run $4,000 to $7,000
depending on such factors as the use and value of the plane.

# Regular maintenance and safety inspections range from
a couple of thousand dollars (if no major problems are found)
to repairs costing $6,000 to $12,000.

A new single-engine piston plane can cost from $250,000 to
almost $700,000, Pribyl said. Recreational pilots mainly use pis-
ton planes. Pressurized and/or multi-engine piston planes start
around $700,000. “There’s also a healthy used market, which is
swhere a lot of people go for their first airplane;” she said.

While a number of options are available for financinga
plane, many buyers still go with traditional financing or leases.
Moreover, Pribyl said, “We still see a lot of people forming part-
nerships to buy and share a plane.” And management compa-
nies own and maintain planes you can fly for a fee.

The process for buying an airplane is not much different
from that of buying a car.

m Decide how you’ll use the plane. Short sightseeing trips or
cross-country journeys? How many passengers?

m Do some research to see which models it your needs.

u Make sure you can afford it. Estimate not only the cost of
buying but also ongoing operational costs.

® Do you want new or used? New planes cost more, but
come with warranties and present fewer problems. A used
plane will be cheaper but may present more mechanical
problems. Examine maintenance records, paying particular
attention to when the engine is due for a scheduled overhaul.

Many people
form partnerships
to buy aircraft,
says Katie Pribyl,
director of
communications
for the General
Aviation
Manufacturers
Association,
standing next to
her own plane.
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The “glass cockpits” of commercial airliners are now
used in smaller private planes, enhancing their safety.
Talk to the current mechanic or have the plane checked by
your own mechanic.

Hovwever, “While buying a new airplane can be a considerable
outlay, many forget to factor in the ongoing costs of operating a
plane, which can be significant.” Pribyl noted. Insurance,
hangars, and ongoing maintenance all factor into the overall
ownership costs. Some pilots are FAA certified and work on
their own planes, but most hire outside mechanics.

General aviation adapts
commercial airliner technology

Nevwer technology is one reason for the costs. The technology
that was only being built into business jets and new commercial
airliners is now being installed in piston planes, Pribyl said. “Glass
cockpits” — computer screens containing real-time information
— have replaced the old banks of green dials. About 89% of all
piston airplanes are now being delivered with an integrated glass
cockpit, or have one available as an option, Pribyl said.

Consequently, pilots now have more information readily avail-
able, which enhances air safety, she added. Glass cockpits are also
now found in more training aircraft used by flight schools, which
allows newer pilots to learn the advanced technology.

Blackburn said his company recently took delivery of a new
Cessna Citation with “the most state-of-the-art electronics you
can put in a plane today. “The books we used to carry with us
are gone; everything’s on the computer. If you need to see
weather in Boston or get a chart of the airport in Newburn,
North Carolina, it's right there at the touch of a button.” The
screens can even show your plane taxiing on the airport run-
way, which makes maneuvering around a busy airport in poor

ty much easier.
Pribyl said another trend is that 50% of piston aircraft are
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now made from compos-
ite materials rather than
aluminum. The industry is
also moving towards very
light jets (VLJs), where the
benefits include lower
operating cost for turbine
aircrafis. Experts say VL]s
will open up flying to a
larger segment of the
population.

The trends toward less
costly planes and easier,
safer flying promise to
let more of us share and
realize the dream of also
becoming become enthu-
siastic pilots.

Editor’s Note: Interested in taking to the air in your own plane —
or even helicopter? SunTrust may be able to provide the financing,
and lelp you determine whether a purchase or lease is best for your
situation. To learn more, contact your relationship manager or call
SunTrust Leasing at 866-624-3084.

Fast flying facts

= In 2005, 228,619 active private pilot licenses were in
force in the United States and 87,213 student pilots,
according to the most recent statistics.

8 60% of active pilots are also instrument-rated (exclud-
ing students and recreational pilots).

u Less than 6% of pilots are women.

1 60% of pilots are between the ages of 35 and 64.
The average age of a pilot is 45.5 years.

The largest concentration of U.S. pilots (20%) is in the
southern region of the country.

= General aviation manufacturers shipped more than
4,000 airplanes valued at more than $18.8 billion
worldwide in 2006, 24.1% increase over 2005 and an
all-time high. Piston planes accounted for 2,750 of
those planes,an |1.6% increase over the prior year.
According to GAMA, worldwide economic growth and
increased use in both business and personal flying were
major factors in the increase.

= In the United States, general aviation aircraft fly more
than 27 million hours — nearly twice the total flight
hours by commercial airlines.

Sources: Federal Aviation Administration,
General Aviation Manufacturers Association
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